His Childhood and Youth
courting about the roads and lanes of Chipping Norton, but
" never joined them, as Charley was very jealous of any other
fellow, especially of me/* The affair ended when the girl
departed from the neighbourhood, and he returned to his
studies, determined to master them and qualify himself for
the university* His nervous disorder had not abated, and
he suffered greatly, during his stay with Mr* Wishaw, from
attacks of nerves and somnambulism* About this time
he had begun to be superstitious* Signs and portents
seriously affected him. When he first appeared at the
Chipping Norton Rectory and saw a graveyard before it, his
face felL " I say, John/' he said to his brother, " I don't
quite like this; I hope I won't get into any rows here*"
Hardly had he spoken, when he slipped and almost crashed
through the glass panel, an accident which immediately
became for him confirmation of his fears*
He left Mr* Wishaw's school in 1865, and went up to
Cambridge in the same year, entering as a pensioner at
Magdalene* Mr* A* C, Benson's refining influence had not
yet been exercised to make Magdalene seemly, and it was
then essentially a sporting and somewhat rowdy college*
Most of the men hunted. The authorities were astounded
when a Magdalene man took a degree, and it is probable that
among themselves the men considered such an act as slightly
disgraceful* Parnell did not increase the reputation of his
college for scholarship* The account of his time at Cambridge
is obscure* His sister Emily devotes a chapter of her book,
A Patriot's Mistake, to a painful episode in his university life
which is not recorded either in his brother John's Life or
in the official biography by Mr* Barry O'Brien* Mrs*
Dickinson, who had married Captain Dickinson by the time
her brother entered Magdalene* was the member of his family
who was most constantly with him* She shared with Fanny
the first place in his family affections, and she lived with him
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